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The Description of Buddhist Travel Notes and Related Literatures
in the Tang and Song Dynasty

Yang Qing Liu Jing

Abstract: After the Six Dynasties, the movement of Chinese monks gone to Buddhism countries and

sought the classics was still growing in the Tang Dynasty, but declining in the Song Dynasty. There are

seven kinds of Buddhist travel notes in the Tang and Song existing at one time, such as Xuanzang’s Bud-

dhist records of the western world in the Tang, Changmin’s records for travel India, Yijing’s records of the

west, Huichao’s memoir of the pilgrimage to the five regions of India, Yuanzhao’s records about Wukong

travel to India, and western region travel about Jiye written by Fan Cheng-ta, western region records writ-

ten by someone. Except the first, these works either existed with abridged edition, or were just some lost

articles, but all over had high academic value. Now we centrally descript the Buddhist travel notes and re-

lated literatures in the Tang and Song dynasty, reveal their characteristics and cultural connotations, in or-

der to enrich the studies of history and geography in South and Central Asia, Buddhism culture dissemina-

tion and the civilization origin of “the Belt and Road Initiative”.

Keywords: Tang and Song Dynasty; Buddhist Travel Notes; Literatures of South and Central Asia
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