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Abstract: Through literature review and website investigation, the paper summarizes the status of the

construction and service of special collections in British libraries from such aspects as general situation of

special collections, source of special collections, special collections development policy, special collections

construction project, and outsourcing support. British university libraries carry out services embedded in

course and in research as well as outreach services based on special collections, through collection exhibi-

tion and special collection research foundation. They also promote special collection by publishing informa-

tion in a variety of ways. Then it proposes the enlightenment for the university libraries in China as paying

attention to special collections development, special collections policy formulation, service innovation and

outreaching, and improvement of the quality of the special collections librarians.
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