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The Labor Allocation, Block Carving Efficiency and the Cutters’ Workflow in Mid-Ming

—An Example of Categorized Annotations of Tang Poet Wang Wei’s Collected Works Printed by Gu Qijing’s Qizi Zhai

He Zhaohui Li Ping

Abstract: Categorized Annotations of Tang Poet Wang Wei's Collected Works printed by Gu Qijing’s
Qizi Zhai in the Jiajing era exceptionally retained the rich information of production schedule, circle and la-
bor force. The paper probes the labor allocation, woodblock carving efficiency and the workflow of cutters
based on the records kept in the book. The authors argue that although the record of labor force in the book
was relatively complete, it could not reflect the typical labor allocation ratio at that time. The woodblock
carving efficiency has great fluctuations, while some cutters’ efficiency was generally consistent with that
documented in other historical records. The employment relationship between the cutters and the printing
shop was loose. The assignments cutters accepted were not limited to a single printing shop or a single
book. Based on the information provided by this book we can take a glimpse at the production organization
of printing shops and the careers of cutters in middle Ming.

Keywords: Ming Dynasty; Woodblock Printing; Economics of Printing; Labor Force; Efficiency; Cutter
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Data Analysis on the Decline of Academic Research of

Chinese Library During the Anti-Japanese War
Wang Yixin

Abstract: The paper studies the academic activities of Chinese library before and after the outbreak of
the Anti-Japanese War, including the statistics of publication of monographs and journal papers and statis-
tical comparison of the organization activities of the library association. It is proved that the Anti-Japanese
war has had a profound negative impact on the academic research and progress of Chinese libraries, that is,
on the development of the Chinese library, which has caused great obstacles.

Keywords: Anti-Japanese War; Library Science Monographs;Periodicals and Papers of Library Science;

Library Association; Academic Activities and Process



