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Research on Genesis of Library Reference Services in China

Han Juanjuan

Abstract: There are two different viewpoints on the genesis of library reference service in China. In the

early 20" Century, reference service in China was set up following with the American model. This paper

started from the context, definition and criteria of reference services in the United States, through system-

atically sorting out the historical facts of the establishment of the reference department of Tsinghua School

Library before and after, clarified the definition of the existing research and historical facts unclear, and

concluded that Tsinghua University Library launched reference service firstly in our country.
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