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The usual Tientsin “reports of the closing of
the Imperial University”, have, like the ass turn-
ing a Chinese mill, come round again. Meanwhile,
buildings to accommodate 160 more students are
rapidly approaching completion, and the first large
instalment of books for the foreign library will soon
be on the shelves of the great “T’sang Shu Lou”.
Let us hope that it will be only the beginning of a
collection fit to radiate “sweetness and light” from
the “Book — storing Tower” to all the inhabitants

of the University and of Peking too. "%
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A Study on the First Site of the Imperial University Library

Yao Boyue

Abstract: The Imperial University established its library when it was founded in 1898. According to the

archival materials, the exact location of the first library building is the princess bedroom in the middle of

the former Heshuo Hejia Princess’mansion. Unfortunately, the bedroom and the attached building were de-

molished in 1979. Only the princess hall in front of the princess bedroom has been preserved till now.
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