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A Study on the Influence of Unity of Language and Letter on the Evolution of
Reading Culture in the Qing Dynasty and the Early Years of the Republic of China

Zheng Shuang

Abstract: The Chinese-language reformation of unifying language and letter in the Qing Dynasty and
the early years of the Republic of China, had not only accelerated the modernization of Chinese language,
but also profoundly influenced the reading media, reading groups, text symbols and reading habits. These
reforms not only boosted the turning of reading media to new culture books, modern newspapers and new
literary magazines, but also contributes on making the marginalized intellectuals the newly emerged force
of social reading, diversifying the reading groups., making the progressive reading of new literary writers an
important factor in promoting language innovation and development. They not only advocated standard
punctuation, simplified Chinese characters and horizontal arrangement of Chinese characters, but also
forms a new trend of symbolic writing that assists vernacular reading. It also promotes silent reading and
extensive reading as the universal way of reading. The reader’s reading structure gradually shifts to the
modern subject system while reading books and reading newspapers became a new fashion in life. What is
particularly remarkable is that although the reform is not perfect, it has contributed a lot to the develop-
ment of the basic education of the Chinese people.

Keywords: Western Learning Spreads to the East; Late Qing and Early Republic China; Reading Cul-
ture; Unification of Written and Spoken Languages
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Authorized Access Point for the Work of RDA and Chinese Cataloguing

Lin Ming

Abstract: The birth of the RDA (Resource Description and Access), is an important change of the in-
ternational cataloguing theory and practice, also conducive to promoting unification of the domestic
Chinese-foreign cataloging rules. This article discusses the concept of RDA’s “Authorized access point for
the work” and its function, points out the deficiencies of the domestic Chinese cataloging rules in realizing
functions of catalogue, and through several examples, discusses the necessity and possibility of domestic
Chinese cataloging using RDA’s “Authorized access point for the work”, in order to realize the unification
of the domestic Chinese-foreign cataloguing rules to create important preconditions.

Keywords: Authorized Access Point for the Work; Main Entry; Paris Principles; International Cata-

loguing Principles; Preferred Title for the Work; Uniform Title; Relatioship; Fuctions of Catalogue
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