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A Survey of Preservation and Conservation Practices of Western Rare Books
in Libraries in Mainland China, Hong Kong and Macau

Zhang Jing Zhang Ying Lin Ming Qiu Weiqing

Abstract:Based on the analysis of 31 domestic and international papers on preservation and conserva-
tion surveys from 1985 to 2014 especially on the scope, contents and indicators, the paper designed indica-
tors at different levels and survey questionnaire accordingly. It therewith issued the survey to selected 40
institutions of four types libraries in Mainland China, Hong Kong and Macau. According to the feedback of
15 valid questionnaires, the paper analysed the current situation of western rare books preservation, on as-
pects of definition of the rare books, collection and collation, management, preservation and conservation.
It points out that the related work is still in its infancy; the quantity and quality of western rare books are
still unclear; and further preservation and conservation is still not in progressing. It suggested taking gen-
eral survey on western rare book collections and developing personnel training program in higher education.

Keywords: Western Rare Collections; Preservation of Rare Books; Conservation of Rare Books; Pres-

ervation & Conservation; Libraries



