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The Impact of Information Retrieval Courses in Medical
Colleges on Clinicians’ Information Literacy

Fu Shuang

Abstract: Nowadays almost every medical college in China has offered the courses of medical informa-
tion retrieval. It not only enhances the information abilities of medical students, but also met the higher re-
quest of evidence-based medicine on medical staff. Since clinicians’ information literacy was greatly benefi-
ted from the retrieval courses offered by the medical colleges, it can examine the relationship between
clinicians’ information literacy and their backgrounds of retrieval education by investigating their retrieval
behaviors and utilization of information. The paper illustrates the impact of information retrieval courses in
medical colleges on clinicians’ information literacy, based on the questionnaire and interview among 80 clini-
cians in 4 hospitals in Beijing. It also provides some references for the course construction and improvement
in medical colleges.
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