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Research on the Evolution of Book Circulation Pattern in University Library from 2009 to 2018

—A Case Study of Peking University Library

Wu Yaping Zhou Chunxia Zhang Haijian

Abstract: The circulation data is a kind of unique, normative and continuous user data of the library. It
shows the change of library resource utilization and the evolution of users’ borrowing behavior, which is the
basis for optimizing library services. Based on the circulation data of Peking University Library from 2009
to 2018, this paper explores the characteristics of users’ borrowing behaviors such as time, theme, and
popular authors through cluster analysis and time evolution analysis. The results show that in the past ten
years, the library’s circulation service has overcome the limitations of time and space to a certain extent,
and the effect of promoting normalized services has been remarkable. The differences in reading among dif-
ferent types of books have been reduced, and the interdisciplinary reading has been continuously strength-
ened. The rising of popular authors is usually related to social events and reading promotion activities. It
provides a useful reference for library resource construction and service optimization, and also enriches the
value of library reader data mining and research.

Keywords: University Library; Circulation Data; Cluster Analysis; Circulation Rules
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