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Women in Chinese Librarianship During the 20th Century:
Group Development, Composition and Historical Role

Liu Han

Abstract: The article combines case study data and statistical data to sort out the historical process of
the female professional librarians in China. Its findings include: affected by Europe and the United States,
women’s entry into Chinese librarianship has the symbolic significance of pioneering the trend and promo-
ting the transformation of modern times. In the early days, female professional librarians presented the
characteristics of focusing on work and research that were “practical” orientation. Promoting women'’s suit-
ability for the library profession and hiring knowledgeable women as librarians eased the human resource
dilemma in the fast development of librarianship during the Republic of China, and helped to build
professional ethics, which left the door open for future. With the overall employment placement under the
planned economy system, women gradually became the majority of librarians. However, some famle
librarians have achieved impressive professional achievements with their knowledge, ability and will, and
have injected diversities into the development of Chinese librarianship.
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