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A Study on the Finalized and Withdrawn Copies of the
Siku Quanshu in Peking University Library

ZHONG Di

Abstract: Peking University Library houses a substantial and diverse collection of texts associated with the
Siku Quanshu (Com plete Library of the Four Treasuries ). Preliminary statistics reveal that the collection includes
two finalized copies, three withdrawn copies, sixty-eight submitted copies (including manuscripts serving as base
texts), and fourteen base texts derived from the Yongle Encyclopedia. Through a detailed examination of the
physical form and textual content of the two Southern Three Pavilions finalized copies and three withdrawn copies
held in the library, this study finds that although Jing Bai and Mantang Wenji survive only as fragmentary
volumes, they not only fill gaps in the transmission history of extant pavilion copies but also visually demonstrate
differences in format and binding from the Northern Four Pavilions (Wenyuan-Forbidden City Pavilion, Wenyuan-
Old Summer Palace Pavilion, Wensu Pavilion, Wenjin Pavilion) copies. The three withdrawn copies— Nanbeishi
Hezhu, Sanyutang Sishu Daquan, and Nanxun Shengdian—exemplify three typical scenarios for withdrawal:
prohibition due to violations of Qing dynastic taboos, removal after being designated for the catalog-only category,
and replacement during compilation supplements. Belonging respectively to the Wenhui Pavilion, Wenyuan
Pavilion, and Wenjin Pavilion systems, these copies shed light on the dynamic editorial process of the Siku
Quanshu project. These texts preserve the original traces of editorial collation, transcription, sealing, and binding
by the institute’s scholars, reflecting the complex institutional operations of transcription, collation, and
withdrawal during the Qianlong period. Furthermore, their subsequent circulation and provenance have layered
them with rich historical imprints. Given that most Southern Three Pavilions ( Wenhui Pavilion, Wenzong
Pavilion, Wenlan Pavilion) copies were destroyed in wartime and only a handful of withdrawn copies survive, the
Siku-related texts at Peking University Library constitute rare material evidence for the study of the compilation
history of the Complete Library of the Four Treasuries .

Keywords: Siku Quanshu (Complete Library of the Four Treasuries); Southern Three Pavilions;
Finalized Copies; Withdrawn Copies
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