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Constructing a Distinctive Information Culture Cultivation System in
Academic Libraries: A Case Study of Shanxi University Library

YANG Guang ZHANG Jie

Abstract: As key institutions in campus cultural development, academic libraries play a pivotal role in cultivating
distinctive information culture, thereby advancing educational mission and supporting regional development. However,
many libraries face persistent challenges, including unclear cultural positioning, underdeveloped resource systems,
limited service models, and insufficient integration of digital and intelligent technologies. Taking Shanxi University
Library as a case study, this paper proposes a systematic framework for distinctive information culture cultivation.
Grounded in the university’s institutional orientation, the cultural heritage of Shanxi, and the library’s collection
strengths, the framework clarifies educational objectives, refines top-level design, and establishes an integrated system
comprising five interrelated dimensions: resources, technology, products, services, and support mechanisms. (1) At
the resource development level, the Library leverages its distinctive collections and disciplinary advantages to define
priority areas, including Yungang Studies, Shanxi’s cultural heritage, intangible cultural heritage, revolutionary
memory, and institutional history. Clear selection criteria—such as academic value, cultural significance, and regional
representativeness—ensure the relevance and quality of curated resources. (2) At the technology enablement level,
digital, semantic, and intelligent processing techniques are employed to address challenges related to heterogeneous
formats, limited value extraction, and weak knowledge connectivity, thereby enabling knowledge reconstruction,
intelligent enhancement, and interoperable resource sharing. (3) At the product development level, curated resources
are transformed into accessible, transferable, and application-oriented cultural products, effectively bridging the gap
between resource supply and user demand while providing tangible carriers for cultural dissemination and education.
(4) At the service level, the Library develops an integrated service system encompassing resource services, subject
services, cultural experience services, educational services, and spatial services, ensuring that cultural resources are
translated into diversified, user-centred service offerings. (5) At the support level, comprehensive safeguards are
established across seven dimensions—resources, spaces, personnel, technologies, policies, governance mechanisms,
and funding—to ensure sustainable implementation. The study systematically analyses the conceptual framework,
implementation pathways, achieved outcomes, existing limitations, and future directions of this model. It offers a
replicable and practice-oriented paradigm for academic libraries seeking to strengthen distinctive information culture
cultivation and enhance their educational and societal impact.

Keywords: Academic Libraries; Distinctive Information Culture; Cultural Cultivation; Sanjin Culture
(Shanxi Regional Culture)
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