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Cultivating Information Culture in Academic Libraries with Cultural Convergence
and Distinctive Expression Under the Empowerment of Digital Intelligence:
A Case Study of Ocean University of China Library

GU Qiang PANG Ping FENG Shaohua WU Jin

Abstract: In the context of rapid digital transformation, cultural convergence and distinctive expression have
become key dimensions in advancing high-quality information culture development in academic libraries. Taking
Ocean University of China Library as a case study, this paper examines an integrated approach guided by the
national maritime strategy and institutional educational priorities. Through coordinated efforts in resource
development, spatial innovation, knowledge services, and cultural branding, the library has developed a dual-driven
model characterized by cultural convergence and distinctive expression. First, the Library has established a
collection development system that integrates marine characteristics with academic heritage through a collaborative
acquisition mechanism combining expert selection, user recommendation, and librarian-led acquisition. This
approach enables diverse cultural elements to converge within the collection, positioning resource development as a
dynamic platform for information culture cultivation. Second, the Library has created culturally enriched spaces
that foreground marine characteristics while drawing on the university’s long-standing humanistic traditions.
Leveraging its geographical proximity to naval institutions, it has pioneered civil-military cultural collaboration
initiatives. At the same time, it has advanced the development of digital environments, forming a synergistic
“physical + digital” model that enhances the cultural and educational functions of library spaces. Third, by
integrating disciplinary resources, the Library has developed a marine-oriented intelligent knowledge base that
supports the university’s talent cultivation strategy. It has also established a multi-level, discipline-specific
information literacy instruction system aligned with diverse user needs. Furthermore, the Library fosters an open
and collaborative ecosystem, promoting the dissemination, recognition, and co-creation of marine information
culture through partnerships among government, industry, and academia. The study concludes that academic
libraries with distinctive institutional missions should anchor information culture development in value integration,
deepen disciplinary specialization, strengthen cross-boundary collaboration, and actively leverage digital and
intelligent technologies. Through effective distinctive expression, information culture can be transformed into
identifiable, perceptible, and actionable cultural forms, thereby establishing a sustainable and differentiated model
for library-led cultural development.
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