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Practical Pathways and Future Development of Co-Construction and Sharing of

Information Resources in Higher Education

GAO Bingjie YAO Xiaoxia

Abstract: In the era of knowledge proliferation, no single academic library can fully meet the diverse
information needs of its users. Information resource sharing has therefore become an essential strategy for
supporting the development of higher education and the advancement of research. This study focuses on the
practical paths and future development of information resource sharing within Chinese academic libraries.
Taking five national-level projects and consortia —China Academic Library & Information System
(CALIS), China Academic Digital Associative Library (CADAL), China Academic Social Sciences and
Humanities Library(CASHL), the Foreign Teaching Materials Center of the Ministry of Education, and
Digital Resource Acquisition Alliance of Chinese Academic Libraries(DRAA) —as its research subjects,
the study aims to systematically analyze their business scopes and operational mechanisms, establish a
practical framework for information resource sharing, and put forward strategic guidelines for its
sustainable development. The study employed methods including literature analysis, field research, policy
analysis and expert interviews, combined with operational records accumulated through the management of
these consortia. The research results reveal a practical system consisting of five interlinked dimensions:
“Co-construction, Co-discovery, Co-sharing, Co-consultation and Co-governance.” In the perspective of
Co-construction, cost efficiency is improved via coordinated purchasing of information resources; in Co-
discovery, union cataloging, secondary literature databases development, and resource digitization are
facilitated; in Co-sharing, interlibrary loan and document delivery service networks are established; in Co-
consultation, multi-level consultative decision-making mechanisms are set up; and in Co-governance, cross-
system collaboration is carried out in diverse fields. Together, these five dimensions form a comprehensive
action path covering resource development and service provision. Meanwhile, this study also points out
several practical challenges: insufficient supply of intelligent services, lagging resource support for
emerging and interdisciplinary disciplines, insufficient assistance for academic libraries in western China,
prominent rights conflicts concerning digital resources, limited operational coordination among consortia,
and insufficient global influence. Looking ahead, the study proposes six priority directions for future
development of consortia: first, establishing a knowledge service infrastructure to support smart
education; second, optimizing disciplinary resource support to empower the development of emerging
disciplines and the cultivation of innovative talent; third, strengthening support for academic libraries in
western China to promote balanced development of higher education; fourth, engaging in cross-system
dialogue and collaboration to advance digital resource rights protection in academic libraries; fifth,
enhancing operational coordination among consortia to improve service efficiency; and sixth, deepening
international cooperation for mutual benefit to enhance global influence.

Keywords: Information Resource Co-Construction and Sharing; Library Alliances; CALIS; CASHL;
CADAL; DRAA; Foreign Teaching Materials Center of the Ministry of Education
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