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A Discussion on the Issue of University Library Database Acquisition
from the Perspective of Laws and Regulations

Zhang Ji Guo Jing

Abstract: Electronic resources represented by databases have become an important part of library col-
lection development. Database acquisition involves not only huge amounts of library budget but also compli-
cated legal issues. Negotiation with database vendors mainly based on inherent experiences and industry
practice is usually the way of current databases acquisition of university libraries, while understanding of
database acquisition issues from legal perspective is rather rare. Based on this, the article aims to provide a
reference for library database acquisition, arouse the legal consciousness of librarians, and use legal weap-
ons and legal thinking to avoid legal risks, while striving for the interests of libraries and readers to the
greatest extent. It uses methods of survey and case analysis to investigate typical cases and identify bottle-
necks in the library database acquisition process, and points out the methods to solve these problems under
the existing legal system framework in our country. By strengthening the legal literacy training of acquisi-
tion librarians, and soliciting opinions from legal experts, we hope to improve the library’s awareness and
ability to handle legal issues in the database acquisition.
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