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An Exploration of the Ten Relationships in the Innovative
Development of University Libraries

CHU Jingli LI Tianshuo ZHU Xinru

Abstract: The year 2025 marks both the final year of China’s 14th Five-Year Plan and the beginning of
the 15th Five-Year Plan, a critical juncture that presents university libraries with new opportunities and
challenges. Based on the theoretical and practical achievements of China’s university libraries during the
14th Five-Year Plan period, and guided by the worldview and methodology of dialectical materialism, this
paper identifies ten critical relationships that shape the innovative development of university libraries and
provides a systematic analysis of their implications. Through bibliometric analysis, this study first
identifies the top 20 keywords in university library research over the past five years, and thus summarizes
five dimensions of innovation and development, namely, information resources, user services,
technological infrastructure, business management, and professional methods. Based on literature review
and online investigation of national development strategies, the application of emerging information
technologies and the latest theoretical and practical advances of China’s library development in the new era,
a theoretical framework of ten interrelated relationships is constructed. It includes relationships between
strategy and the present practices, resources and services, on-site and embedded service models, librarians
and users, technology and the humanities, libraries and institutions, professions/vocation/career, research
and operations, library directors and teams, and individual libraries and cooperation. This paper reveals the
deep-rooted contradictions within and cross these five dimensions that constrain innovation and limit the
adaptive capacity of university libraries. By applying dialectical materialism, the study demonstrates how
these contradictions can be reframed through the lens of the unity of opposites, enabling libraries to
transform tensions into drivers of development. Based on the above research, this paper argues that
university libraries should adopt an integrative approach to coordinate the five dimensions of innovation and
development, address the ten relationships in an integrated manner, and confront opportunities and
challenges faced by libraries with a forward-looking, problem-solving approach. It concludes that university
libraries should actively respond to evolving user needs in the digital intelligence era, prioritize service
innovation as the core principle, and balance resource development, user services, technology application,
librarian training, academic research and other aspects to realize sustainable, high-quality, and innovative
development.

Keywords: University Library; The 15th Five-Year Plan; Innovation-Driven Development; Library

Development Strategy
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