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Compass of Academic Library Modernization( CALM ) Report
on Information Culture Cultivation

CHEN Jianlong CUI Bo SHAO Yan LIU Yuchu JI Tong ZHANG Lu WANG Bo

Abstract: Libraries are the repositories and leaders of information culture. In the new era, academic
libraries need to take on new cultural missions. The Compass of Academic Library Modernization (CALM)
Report on Information Culture Cultivation provides an overview of the current understandings, practical
experiences, and main achievements regarding information culture cultivation across academic libraries
nationwide. The Report explores how to advance information culture cultivation in academic libraries from
three aspects. First, it refines the concept and connotation of information culture cultivation in academic
libraries based on information culture theory and library practices. Second, it examines the progress of
information culture cultivation within Double First-Class universities, conducts a systematic analysis from
the dimensions of the governance system, the disciplinary knowledge system, the multi-stakeholder trust
system, and the ideological conceptual system, and documents proven experiences along with development
suggestions. Third, it synthesizes theoretical insights with survey data to project future trends of
information culture cultivation in academic libraries and to recommend specific strategies and approaches.
Methodologically, this research combines literature review, questionnaires, and case studies. Specifically,
the questionnaires targeted library directors or deputy directors from universities involved in the second
phase of the Double First-Class initiative, yielding 138 valid responses. The survey focused on academic
libraries’ attitudes and awareness towards information culture, the dissemination and effectiveness
evaluation of information culture, as well as related issues concerning the construction of governance
systems, disciplinary knowledge systems, multi-stakeholder trust systems, and ideological conceptual
systems, aiming to objectively reflect the current status and trends of information culture cultivation in
academic libraries. Based on relevant theories and practical experiences, this research synthesizes and
analyzes the findings from the survey and identifies several strategic issues related to information culture
cultivation in academic libraries. Additionally, it has proposed trend-based strategies, measures, and
phased goals for addressing these strategic issues as part of the modernization process of academic
libraries. 1) Information culture cultivation constitutes the core strategy of academic library modernization,
becoming the key path to drive the connotative development of libraries and achieve cultural leadership and value
reshaping. 2) Building a governance system with clear rights and responsibilities and strong guarantees,
promoting the transition of information culture cultivation from conceptual advocacy to institutional
safeguarding. 3) Moving towards a deep organizational and intelligent integrated disciplinary knowledge
system, achieving a leap from resource integration to knowledge empowerment. 4) Cultivating an open,
collaborative, and deeply connected multi-stakeholder trust system, promoting the transformation from
service coordination to value co-creation. 5) Shaping an ideological conceptual system that integrates
knowledge and actions and fosters emergent innovation, achieving the elevation from value consensus to
cultural confidence.

Keywords: Academic Libraries; Information Culture; Cultural Cultivation; Information Literacy Instruction;

Connotative Development; Modernization
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