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A Comparative Study on Asset Management Regulations and
Standardization Practices for Academic Library Collections

HE Xiu HAN Zijing YU Yuan

Abstract: The effective management of academic library collections is hindered by several key challenges.
These include unclear accounting scope of capitalization and value standards, ambiguous management
responsibilities and poor inter-departmental coordination, difficulties in physical inventory taking, and the absence
of specialized management platforms as well as ineffective integration with associated systems. Through a
comparative analysis of the asset management regulations for library collections of four Double First-Class
Universities, including Wuhan University, Southeast University, Lanzhou University and Zhejiang University, this
study indicates that all four institutions have established unified management principles, built a three-level
management network consisting of “university, authorized department, and user units.” They have also formulated
standardized management procedures for core processes such as asset verification and capitalization, routine
maintenance, and asset disposal, and have leveraged information technology platforms to improve the efficiency and
quality of library asset management. Nevertheless, differences exist in specific management parameters, such as
asset scope, capitalization thresholds and daily management practices. While these discrepancies can be partly
attributed to differences in institutional history, collection composition and management philosophy, they also
indicate a lack of widely accepted, detailed and unified regulatory framework for academic library collection asset
management. Therefore, in light of the persistent difficulties faced by individual universities and drawing on the
promising practices of the four universities examined, government authorities should prioritize top-level design and
accelerate the standardization of key criteria, including asset scope, measurement standards and disposal norms.
Policy guidance documents should be developed to provide institutional guidance and a scientific reference for
universities to establish standardized management mechanisms. At the institutional level, universities should
enhance strategic attention to library collection asset management, clarify the responsibilities of relevant
administrative units and academic departments, and create an integrated management system that ensures both
vertical accountability and horizontal coordination. They are advised to set up a scientific and comprehensive
regulatory system, embed regulatory requirements and management standards into every level of governance and
operational process, deepen technology-enabled management, and achieve seamless multi-system interoperability
and fine-grained asset tracking. In the end, these strategies will facilitate the development of an all-round, whole-
chain, and full-cycle library collection asset management system.
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