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In-depth Disclosure and Utilization of Images in Classics for Digital Humanities
Qian Zhiyong Chen Tao Zhang Zhimei Xu Yuhong He Shu

Abstract: The images in classics are an important resource of the library. The digitization of images
and disclosure of content are two essential parts in the basic construction of Digital Humanities, which can
realize the applied values such as “proving history with pictures”, “image narration” and multi-media com-
munication. Based on standard specifications such as image metadata, Resource Description Framework
(RDF) and International Image Interoperability Framework (IIIF), this article is meant to study the model
architecture and implementation methods for the in-depth disclosure and utilization of images in classics.
The model consists of three interrelated modules which contain the digitization of images, deep content an-
notation and Digital Humanities application. From three levels of image scenes, entity objects and semantic
associations, it reveals image features, annotations of classics and their background knowledge as well as
assists in Digital Humanities research. The illustration uses the classic dictionary Erya , the illustrated ver-
sion of Erya Yintu for digitization and in-depth annotation, constructs an Erya multilingual semantic dic-
tionary and associates it with the entity objects, also it deeply reveals the knowledge like the ancient and
modern paraphrase, phonology, classification, annotation of the classics, examples and allusions of the im-
age entities of Erya, and then explores the Digital Humanistic application scenarios of Erya images.

Keywords: Images in Classics, Digital Humanities, Erya Yintu, In-depth Disclosure, IIIF,
Linked Data
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