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Qian Yaxin and the Library Education in Modern Chinese Normal Schools
Xie Huan

Abstract: The library education carried out by modern Chinese normal schools is an important part of
modern Chinese library education history. The library education in normal schools can be divided into two
forms. One is to set up a major, the other is to open a library course in other majors. By reviewing the his-
tory of library education in modern China’s normal schools, this article found that Qian Yaxin made great
contributions with his experiences of library education mainly from various normal colleges. The course of
library science in many normal schools were firstly opened by Qian Yaxin. In 1942, Qian Yaxin published
the article Library Science in Normal Colleges, which detailed the planning of the library science curricu-
lum in normal colleges. This article reflects not only Qian Yaxin’s understanding of library education in
normal schools, but also the achievements of the study on library science teaching during the Republic of
China. By studying the history of library education in modern China’s normal schools as well as Qian
Yaxin’s thoughts on the library education, the article generalized three points for reference which are: the
educational function is always one of the basic functions of the library; library education should interact
with society; and the perspective of education history is an important entry point for studying the library
history of the Republic of China.

Keywords: Qian Yaxin; Library Education; Library History; Normal School; Education History
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