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Extensive Reading and Perpetual Books’ Fragrance
—Xu Yan’s Theory and Practice of Reading Culture

Ren Wenxiang He Yuqi Fan Binggian

Abstract: Xu Yan, a well-known contemporary bibliophile and professor of Nanjing University, has
been unifying knowledge with action, and carrying on the deep and careful cultivation in the discipline con-
struction of reading culturology and the practice of national reading promotion for many years. He has
formed a unique view of reading and become one of the famous scholars in the research field of national
reading promotion. This paper organizes his basic concepts of reading culturology and practical results of
national reading promotion, summarizes his methods of cultivating “reading seeds”, condensing “reading
affection”, and improving “reading skills”, and analyzes his view of reading Chinese and foreign classic lit-
erature and biographies as well as trinity strategy and “six points” concept of national reading, in order to
add intelligence and wisdom to the promotion of national reading, and the construction of “scholarly China”
and “learning society”.
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