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—A Review of General Theory of Chinese Biographical Literature
Tao Jie

Abstract: Chinese biographical literature has a profound cultural and academic value and is of profound
significance in terms of historical transmission, historical writing, and literary achievement. Wang Jingui’s
book, General Theory of Chinese Biographical Literature, is the first comprehensive and detailed study of
Chinese biographical literature in China. Organized horizontally in terms of topics and vertically in terms of
groups of specific historical books arranged chronologically, Wang’s work constructs a perfect academic re-
search system for China’s chronological literature, creating the merit of organizing and preserving historical
materials. On comparison of this book with Wang’s older work, Studies in Chinese Documentary Litera-
ture , this review suggests that this book’s innovation includes: attention to book records and their interdis-
ciplinary value; emphasis on the selection and analysis of typical texts; and attention to the contemporary
transmission of documentary literature.

Keywords: Biographical Documentation; Historical Philology; Historical Writing
(B 121 ])

A Brief Discussion on Zhang Taiyan’s Compilation Method in

The Collected and Lost Documents of the Seven Summaries
Fu Rongxian Yang Sumin

Abstract: Zhang Taiyan’s The Collected and Lost Documents of the Seven Summaries takes Ma
Guohan’s compilation of the Seven Summaries in his work Collected Lost Books from the Yuhanshanfang
Study as the object. The objective is to improve Ma’s compilation by eliminating the lost documents presen-
ted in the “Book Titles and Their Sub-Annotations” and the “General Catalog of Books” in the Han An-
nals. Zhang expresses a unique reflection on the dialectical relationship between the abundance and authen-
ticity of compiled lost entries. While Zhang’s compilation follows Ma’s, combining the Collected Records
and the Seven Summaries without distinguishing between them, this approach can be debated. However,
Zhang Taiyan determines the categorization and position of the lost documents based on the classification
framework of the Han Annals, and makes corresponding adjustments to the category positions in response
to “Ban’s omissions and additions.” This accurately restores the original order of the “Old Texts of Liu,”
particularly in terms of book sections. Notably, Zhang starts the list of lost documents with the “Book Ti-
tles Recorded in the Yiwenzhi,” serving as the “original source” literature, giving each lost document its
proper position. This reveals the similarities and differences between the lost documents in Collected Re-
cords and Seven Summaries and their recording in the Han Annals in terms of book titles and sections,
providing valuable academic insights.

Keywords: Zhang Taiyan; The Collected and Lost Documents of the Seven Summaries; Compilation

of Lost Documents; Bibliography
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