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The Unique Role and Trends on Special Collection of University Libraries

Wang Le

Abstract: In the context of the transformation of university libraries, it is urgent to identify the devel-

opment direction of the library special collection related works. Starting from the definition of special col-

lections, the article first discusses the significance and unique role of special collections for libraries and

their parent institutions. Special collection is a reflection of library’s core competitiveness and plays an unre-

placeable part in targeted subject services for universities, while it is also an important driving force for sci-

entific research, especially for the humanities and social sciences, a rich resource of teaching materials, an

important data source for digital scholarship, and a cultural base for campus culture, humanities, and art

education. Finally, the article points out the development direction of the special collection in eight aspects:

sorting and development, service concept, development concept, value presentation, knowledge mining,

materials acquisition, collection organizing, and IT &. released platforms.
Keywords: University Library; College Library; Special Collection
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