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Research on the Mobility of Library Science Faculty in the Republic
of China Period and Its Influences

PENG Minhui Sl Li WU Gang

Abstract: During the Republic of China (R. O. C.) period, faculty members were a crucial factor in the
development of library science education. This study aims to explore whether the mobility of library science faculty
during this period represented a universal phenomenon, examines the overall characteristics and the influence on both
library science education and the broader library community, investigates the underlying causes, and reflects on its
contemporary implications. Focusing on the dynamic process of faculty mobility in library science education during this
period, this study adopts a humanistic perspective, emphasizing the interaction between individual trajectories and
collective development within the field. Employing literature review and historical analysis methods, this study
comprehensively excavated, organized, and verified primary historical materials related to library science education
during the R.O.C. period. This process yielded 5902 records pertaining to library science faculty, from which a total
of 184 faculty members with confirmed affiliations to 74 library science education institutions were identified,
accounting for 273 faculty appointments. By combining quantitative and qualitative analysis, supplemented by
representative case studies, the study reveals the following characteristics of faculty mobility during this period: most
faculty members originated from the library profession; the mainstream form of mobility was part-time appointments;
the distribution of single-term and multiple-term appointments was roughly balanced. This mobility exerted various
profound impacts. It ensured the continuity of library science education during the R. O. C. period, fostered a
pragmatic ethos in education, reflected in practice-oriented training objectives, a narrowing of the gap between
classroom instruction and practical application, and the dissemination of this ethos through a problem-driven research
paradigm adopted by faculty and students. By reinforcing academic, professional, and regional networks, faculty
mobility amplified collective influence and a shared professional identity and promoted mutual assistance and
collaboration across the library field. The underlying causes for this faculty mobility can be attributed to three factors:
a shortage of library science professionals during the R. O. C. period, limited financial support for the library
community, and divergent perceptions of library’s social value among various sectors. These findings offer several
contemporary implications: amid today’s unprecedented changes in a century, it is essential to uphold the foundations
of library science education, seize the opportunities presented by the New Liberal Arts Initiative, and carry forward the
spirit of pragmatism. The library science education community must deepen connections, collaboration, and mutual
support between the academic and professional sectors to jointly address the challenges of the new era.

Keywords: The Republic of China; Library Science Education; Faculty; Mobility
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