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The Origin and Evolution of Library Science Education at
Peking University During the Republic of China Era

JIANG Xiuli WANG Jingjing

Abstract: The Republic of China era is an important period for the establishment and evolution of
Chinese modern education system. Peking University has made a pioneering contribution to the library
science education, which has undergone a process from scratch to gradual development, leaving a
significant mark in the history of library science development and subject education in China. However,
existing academic papers on the origin and development of library science education at Peking University
during the Republic of China period mostly focus on 1947, when Wang Zhongmin set up the library science
specialty, with limited attention to the broader development trajectory, curriculum evolution, and
educational characteristics from 1920 to 1949. This paper aims to make a comprehensive review of the
origin and development of library science education in Peking University during the Republic of China and
its implications for modern library science education. The paper considers the library science education in
Peking University during the Republic of China began in 1920, and was divided into three development
stages before 1949. The first stage (1920 —1924) involved plans to train library professionals, during
which the university sponsored graduates like Yuan Tongli to study library science in Britain and the United
States to prepare faculty for future programs. The second stage (1924 —1937) began with Yuan Tongli
introducing the “Book Science Course” in the Department of Education, which officially began the library
science education of Peking University. Some courses continued to be offered until the 1930s. In 1937, Yan
Wenyu gave the elective course of Library Science in the School of Literature of Peking University, which
was stopped due to the outbreak of the Anti-Japanese War until 1947. The third stage (1947 —1949) saw
Wang Zhongmin establish a dedicated library science department in the School of Arts and Literature,
restoring and institutionalizing library science education. This paper reviews the development, curriculum
content and curriculum system during these three stages of library science education in Peking University in
detail, summarizes and analyzes its characteristics and implications, and provides references for modern
library science education practice.

Keywords: the Republic of China Period; Peking University; Library Science Specialty; Curriculum

Design; Library Science Education
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