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The Role Change and Enlightenment of Student Assistants

in Japanese College and University Libraries

Shi Chen

Abstract: Combining the relevant policies of higher education and libraries to sort out the changes in

the role of student assistants in Japanese college and university libraries, it is found that their service scope

is constantly changing, and the overall trend is expanding. As time passes, those who were initially as pro-

posers invited to participate in specific library operations, gradually become short-term workers, service as-

sistants with unique value, and indispensable, professional and creative working partners. Summarizing the

changing course of the role of student assistants in Japanese college and university libraries, and comparing

with the service practice of student assistants in China, some useful inspirations can be drawn, such as ex-

panding the selection scope, subdividing job responsibilities, and implementing systematic training.

Keywords: Japan; College and University Library; Student Assistant; Role

100



