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The History, Characteristics and Contributions of Museology
Education in Boone Library School

WEI Yujie ZHANG Yan

Abstract: At present, there is little research on museology education in the Republic of China period. The
museology education at the Boone Library School has important research value in the history of Chinese museology
education. Reviewing and teasing out its history, summarizing and explaining its characteristics and contributions
can provide valuable insights for the development of library science and museology today. This article traces the
origins of its museology education through historical literature. Mary Elizabeth Wood and Shen Zurong ( Tsu-Yung
Seng)’s early experiences of managing the museum and studying in the United States laid the foundation for their
ideas for developing museology. The prosperity of social education in the Republic of China created a good external
environment for Boone Library School to carry out museology education. The development process of museology
education in Boone Library School can be divided into three stages. In the initial period(1910—1937), the education
format was mainly museum management practice, supplemented by some courses such as “Epigraphy” and “Study
of Ancient Artifacts”. During the development period(1938 —1944), the Boone Library School offered a variety of
comprehensive courses such as “Museum Management Methods”, “Special Museology”, and “Archaeology”, and
also planned to establish a museology department. During the decline period (1945 — 1949), due to current
turbulence and other reasons, the plan to establish a museology department was shattered and the museology
courses were almost completely cancelled. Its characteristics are analyzed from the aspects of training objectives,
curriculum setting, and faculty development. The characteristics are reflected in: implementing general education
and cultivating professional talents who are proficient in both libraries and museums; focusing on Western Learning
to the East and promoting the integration of old knowledge and new knowledge; focusing on adaptation to
circumstances and advocating the integration between Chinese and Western educational approaches. Under the
background of Western Culture Spreading to the East and Education for national salvation, Boone Library School
started nearly 40 years of exploration in museology education. Its museology education is the origin of Chinese
museology education, which provides valuable experience for the development of Chinese museology education and
cultivates a group of talents for Chinese museum cause. Unfortunately, it failed to achieve the systematic and
institutional development of museology education. During the Republic of China period, library science and
museology developed an effective interaction under the influence of integrated book and cultural relic
collections as well as the development of social education. With the progression of Western learning
spreading eastward, both disciplines embarked on divergent paths in the process of increasing
specialization. In the contemporary context where the state encourages, supports, and guides collaborative
development among libraries, archives, and museums (LAM), scholarly dialogue can be strengthened
through historical research on these fields, thereby promoting their renewed integration.

Keywords: Republic of China Period; Boone Library School; Museology Education; History of
Museology; Library Science History
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