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Review on the Progress of Library Science Theory and Practice in China:
2016 to 2020

Cai Yingchun Zheng Xinze Wang Lei Li Jinhao

Abstract: It is a period of all-round development of the “13th Five-Years Plan” and the stage of reform
and transformation of library science theory and practice in China from 2016 to 2020. This paper summari-
zes the main research results of library science during this period and gives review from six aspects: the es-
sential connotation of libraries, service transformation, functional positioning, space reconstruction,
literacy education and technology implementation. It is found that speculative articles on library science the-
ory and practice are emerging, which lays a foundation for library theoretical research and practical
guidance and guides the library cause to move forward in the right direction. However, the research per-
spective of the library still needs to be broadened and the research depth needs to be strengthened. Based on
the original intention, it is bound to become the key to the further service transformation and innovative de-
velopment of the library to jointly explore the issues of common concern in the academic community and so-
ciety with a more open, integrated and coexisting attitude.
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