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Moving Towards “Living” Library History Research
Thoughts on Several Concepts and Methods in Library History

Sun Yan

Abstract: The research on the history of book collections in China has accumulated for a hundred
years, which has not only made a lot of achievements, but also had many problems, so as it is time to re-
view some concepts and methods. This paper firstly reveals the bidirectional construction process of the

’ in modern China,

terms of “Cangshu Lou” (the pavilion of collecting books in ancient China) and “library”
then clarified the meaning and hierarchy of former term. Secondly, it reflects on the limitations of the exist-
ing research on library history and book collection history. It is suggested that the core issues in traditional
political history and cultural history such as “public and private”, “politics and education”, as well as the
methods of digital humanities, should be combined to expand the research horizon and presentation meth-
ods. In the end, it aims to make the study of library history “alive”, so as to understand the political and
cultural background of the inheritance of Chinese civilization, as well as its value or limitations.

Keywords: History of Book Collection; Library; Path Dependence; Digital Humanities; Modernization
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