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Exploration on the Construction and Sustainable Development
of the Red Literature Database from the Yan’an Period
— A Case Study of Yan’an University Library
JIA Cuiling LEI Xiaogian NIU Yongjie CHEN Bin

Abstract:

practice of the Communist Party of China, with significant documentary, research, and contemporary value.

The red literature of the Yan’an period is an important carrier of the revolutionary spirit and historical
This
paper summarizes the current state of red literature database construction, highlighting issues such as limited
documentary resources, singular functionality, limited openness, poor user experience, low utilization, and an
overemphasis on construction at the expense of use and maintenance. These factors have resulted in weak sustainable
development of red literature databases. Taking the library of Yan'an University as a case study, the paper explores
the construction and sustainable development of red literature databases from the Yan’an period. The library of Yan’an
University, one of the most extensive domestic collections of red literature, initiated a database construction project in
2015 to protect red literature and inherit red genes. The project involved in-depth research by experts from library and
information science, Party history, and computer science fields. Drawing on the theoretical frameworks of cultural

heritage preservation, knowledge organization and management, and digital humanities, the project formulated an
overall strategy for database construction. It established long-term preservation and utilization models, developed fine-
grained knowledge organization models based on intelligent topic graphs, and enhanced literature content mining
algorithms. The project resulted in the creation of a series of red literature databases, including the “Digital Research
Platform for Red Literature during the Yan'an Period,” which facilitates effective mining and utilization of red
literature content. These databases have preserved and passed on the Party’s important historical documents, provided
rich historical materials for Party history education and ideological and political education in universities, supported
discipline construction in higher education institutions, empowered research on Yan’an-period topics, and contributed
to the high-quality development of red tourism. The database outcomes have garnered high praise by leaders and
experts in Party history research at central, provincial, and municipal levels. To address the challenges in the
sustainable development of red literature databases, the paper underscores the necessity for comprehensive, precise,
and distinctive resource construction; a user-centered approach to continuously improve user experience and
satisfaction; high-quality content as the key to sustainable development; talent teams as the driving force behind
sustainable development; multi-channel funding integration as the financial guarantee; and technological iteration as the
core driving force. In the digital and intelligent era, it is crucial to actively embrace artificial intelligence and collaborate
with domestic and international libraries and archives to jointly build and share resources, thereby transforming the red
literature database of the Yan’an period into a high-quality and influential domestic database brand.
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