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What Classics Are First Class University Students Reading?
—An Empirical Analysis Based on Big Data of Million Open Syllabus

Meng Xiangbao

Abstract: Maintaining and disseminating knowledge is the mission of academic libraries. Classic promo-
tion and reading are one of the important ways. Based on big data of Open Syllabus Project, the paper re-
trieves and analyzes the distribution features of classic works recommended by the syllabus in 50 first class
universities. It describes and analyzes 85 top writings and 117 top authors. The results show that first class
university pays great importance to classic reading by covering excellent authors and their classic work in
the history of western civilization and paying significant attention to comprehensive education and profes-
sional classics reading. Therefore, it gives some constructive suggestions for academic libraries in China,
which includes returning od reading promotion to classics, embedding services in undergraduate
curriculum, and sharing of library data openly and cross-boundary.
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