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The Connotation, Functions and Library-Led Cultivation Pathways

of Information Culture in Universities

CHENG Xiaoliang DING Hairong

Abstract: Contemporary initiatives to build information culture in universities often overemphasize technology
over cultural foundations, and prioritize infrastructural construction over practical applications. There is an absence of
in-depth deconstruction of its systematic connotation and a lack of comprehensive research on library-led cultivation
pathways. This study aims to clarify the fundamental components of university information culture, systematically
elucidate its proactive functions in institutional development, and construct a set of actionable, systematic cultivation
pathways in which the university library serves as the primary agent. The study employs a combined methodology of
theoretical analysis and case study. Firstly, drawing on cultural morphology, it deconstructs university information
culture into four interrelated dimensions: spiritual, behavioral, institutional, and material. Secondly, it selects the
Chengdu University of Technology Library as a representative case. Through field research and documentary analysis,
the study systematically examines the library’s specific initiatives across these four dimensions: providing spiritual
guidance, shaping behaviors, ensuring institutional support, and offering material foundations. The research finds that
university information culture constitutes a complex system encompassing four mutually reinforcing elements. It plays
indispensable roles in empowering students’ lifelong learning capabilities, driving the efficiency and quality of scientific
research innovation, strengthening data governance across the university, and shaping an open and innovative
institutional identity. Based on the case insights, the study proposes and validates a five-dimensional synergistic
pathway for library-led cultivation: reshaping physical and virtual spaces to serve as information culture incubation
hubs; establishing a tiered and categorized information literacy instruction system; embedding services deeply into the
entire research lifecycle; fostering an open, collaborative cultural atmosphere; and engaging proactively in the top-level
design and continuous optimization of institutional information policies and systems. University libraries should
transcend the boundaries of traditional resource-centered services and proactively assume a central role in cultivating
information culture. By implementing multi-dimensional, integrated pathways, libraries can effectively lead the
development of university information culture. Consequently, they can become key architects of the modern university
information ecology, providing crucial cultural support for the high-quality advancement of higher education. Future
research should explore how emerging technologies, such as generative artificial intelligence, reshape the forms and
cultivation mechanisms of university information culture, bringing both new challenges and opportunities.

Keywords: University Information Culture; Information Literacy; Library’s Role; Cultivation Pathways
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