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Analysis on the Characteristics, Impacts and Countermeasures of the Mergers
and Acquisitions of Foreign Literature Supplier Giants

Chen Wenjuan Ye Jiyuan Lu Wenhui

Abstract: In recent years, the Merger and Acquisition (M& A) activities of foreign document and in-
formation suppliers, which have played a key role in shaping the industry structure and strengthening the
discourse authority, have become more and more intense. These activities are also bringing a far-reaching
impact on the development of library document and information resources. This paper analyzes the purpose
of M&.A of foreign literature supplier giants, and points out that competing for market share and enhancing
competitiveness are the basic logic behind M&.A. The M& A activities of seven major supplier giants inclu-
ding Elsevier in recent years are observed, and several characteristics of M& A activities, such as high fre-
quency and large scale, large cross-border scale, hot spots in the field of information and intelligence serv-
ices, and end-user-oriented layout, are described. The unfavorable effects of M& A are mainly reflected in
price increases, blockades of information services, reduced diversity, transfer of power, data security
risks, etc. It is suggested that the library and other communities of interest should work together to deal
with the potential crisis in improving collection strategies and sharing services, strengthening negotiation
capabilities, transforming procurement modes, exploring reasonable open access implementation paths,
and promoting the construction of open academic infrastructure.

Keywords: Literature Suppliers; Publishers; Merger and Acquisition; Development of Literature In-
formation Resources
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