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Library Profession Research in China: Progress and Prospects
Wang Qing Xu Jianhua

Abstract: Systematically reviewing the existing achievements and experiences could effectively promote
the process of Chinese library profession. This review firstly explains methodology of the research and then
analyzes and interprets the research as following eight parts: the professional ethics of librarians and be-
yond; the professional ability and competencies of librarians; professional quality of librarians; librarians’
career development; librarians’ job burnout; vocational qualification of librarians; professional training and
continuing education of librarians; and professionalization and deprofessionalization of library work. In
terms of the topics of the research, the distribution of the themes is disordered while the phenomenal de-
scription is common. In terms of the practices of the research, there is a lack of vivid practice of library pro-
fessional activities. In terms of the methods of the research, there is too much speculative discussion while
less empirical research. In view of the limitations and shortcomings of existing research literatures, this pa-
per establishes an integrated analysis framework. In addition, it dwells on the five research directions,
namely professional management system of library human resources, comprehensive evaluation of library
professional ecology, the support system for librarians’ career development, effective connection of library
profession system and education system, and professional standard system of library work. The output of
this paper could be a valuable reference for researchers and practitioners interesting in library profession.

Keywords: Library Profession;Librarian Career;Professionalization of Library Work; Librarianship
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