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A Study on the Standards for the Descriptions of the Deteriorations and
the Classifications of Disrepair of Ancient Books

—Suggestions on Revising and Enlarging of the Current Standard for Distinction of
Disrepair of Ancient Books and Special Collection

Lv Shuxian

Abstract: Standards for the descriptions of deteriorations and the classifications of disrepair are
essential for a library to evaluate the condition of ancient books. Based on practices of investigation and e-
valuation of the ancient book collections. this article compared definitions from three standards including
ancient books, paper relics and archives fields, summarized the precise definitions of the deteriorations on
Chinese ancient books. At the same time. quantitative indicators for classifications of disrepair were also
made for the new definitions according to the current standard of ancient books in order to make the current
standard more reasonable.
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