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Construction Experience of and Thinking on the Dual-Function Library

—Take Shenzhen University Town Library (Shenzhen Science and Technology Library) as an Example
Li Guifen

Abstract: In recent years, more and more cities are building libraries with dual functions of academic
libraries and public libraries. Among them, Shenzhen University Town Library, also as Shenzhen Science
and Technology Library., was one of the earliest to take roles of both academic library and public library in
China. On the basis of interpreting the advantages and characteristics of the dual-function library of
Shenzhen University Town Library, the article sorts out and analyzes the construction of its dual-function
service model and hopes to provide reference for the construction of dual-function libraries in China. It also
proposes suggestions for the deepening development of dual-function libraries from three levels: policy sup-
port, resource platform, and professional services.

Keywords: Dual Function; Shenzhen University Town Library; Shenzhen Science and Technology Li-

brary; Shenzhen Science and Technology Literature Center
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(BEH 11 ])
An Interview with James Cheng., Director of the Harvard-Yenching Library

Li Ruohong James Cheng

Abstract: James Cheng, Director of the Harvard-Yenching Library, had an interview by Dr. Li Ruo-
hong of the Harvard-Yenching Institute upon his retirement, reflecting on his 22-year service in this impor-
tant role. Director Cheng emphasized his two guiding principles in leading East Asian libraries in major re-
search universities in the U.S.—maintaining high quality collections and services—as the key to developing
and maintaining an excellent library in a research university. He also shared the change and transformation
that the Harvard-Yenching Library has gone through during his tenure. In addition to expanding the
library’s collections and enhancing its services, Director Cheng initiated two programs—a visiting librarian
program and a large scale of digitization project—to aim at further improvement of the library’s scholarly
impact and international collaboration. By these efforts and his close collaboration with the Harvard Uni-
versity Library system to develop and modernize the traditional catalog system, Director Cheng turned the
Harvard-Yenching Library into a 2lst-century research library for scholars, researchers. faculty and
students at Harvard and beyond.

Keywords: Harvard-Yenching Library; James Cheng; Collection; Service; Rare Books; Digitization;

Visiting Librarians
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