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Conducting In-depth Cataloging and Services on Grand Special
Collections Using Open Source Platform ArchivesSpace

Li Yanlin Wang Le

Abstract: Grand literature is large in scale and high in value. As it is usually cataloged as regular books
and periodicals, it is difficult to reveal its content in-depth. This is a common problem faced by libraries. As
a unique type of grand literature, the Grand Special Collections of CASHL is more difficult to reveal due to
the nature of joint construction by member libraries. This article expounds the need of cataloging in-depth
and systematically; enriching information retrieving as well as establishing cross-references; integrating
distributed resources while improving work efficiency. Subsequently, the researcher introduced Ar-
chivesSpace (AS), a widely used platform in cataloging of special collections globally after analyzing the
core and characteristics of AS. The article also took Greek Inscription Integratio, one of the Grand Special
Collections of CASHL, as an example to verify the applicability of AS. The researcher came up with the
following conclusions: firstly, the application of the AS would effectively expand the details and depth of
the MARC descriptions of Grand Special Collections by each library. Secondly. the tree structure provided
by AS is more suitable for the structural needs of Grand Special Collections. Moreover, the common format
of EAD is more convenient for data exchange. Finally, the open-source properties of AS make it more con-
venient for deployment and collaborative use, with suggestions of the potential usage widely applied to the
in-depth disclosure and service of large-scale documents in general.

Keywords: CASHL; ArchivesSpace; EAD; Grand Special Collections
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