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Lanzhou Library Association Initiated by Liu Kwoh-Chuin and Its Influence
Dong Jun Tang Hong’an

Abstract: Liu Kwoh-Chuin is a famous librarian in China who made great contributions in fields of the-
oretical research, education and practice of library science. During the establishment of the National North-
west Library, Liu Kwoh-Chuin initiated the Lanzhou Library Association to promote inter-library
exchanges and cooperation and the development of library enterprise in Northwest China. The Lanzhou Li-
brary Association was included in the “Preparation of the National Northwest Library Project” in
September 1943 and officially established on April 8, 1945. On July 21, 1945, the Northwest Library got
the order to suspend. The Lanzhou Library Association also stopped operating. Although the Lanzhou Li-
brary Association has not existed for a long time, it has had a positive impact on the library enterprise in
Gansu and Northwest China. After investigating the whole process of the establishment of the Lanzhou Li-
brary Association. This paper reveals that Liu Kwoh-Chuin is not only a visionary library theorist, but also
a library practitioner with excellent organizational and coordination skills since he has the ability to turn his
ideals into reality according to local conditions.

Keywords: Liu Kwoh-Chuin; Liu Guojun; National Northwest Library; Lanzhou Library Association;
Library History.
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