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On the Formation and Rising of Notes on the Use of a Book
Sun Yunxiao He Zhaohui

Abstract: The formation of General Notices is a process of gradual independence in form and
aggregation in content. In the Han dynasty, there are scattered words about compilation in the book
prefaces. The combination of preface and notes on the use of a book emerged in Wei, Jin, Southern and
Northern dynasties. In Sui and Tang dynasties, the notes on the use of a book gradually became independ-
ent, and finally developed into the mature General Notices in the middle Tang dynasty. It has characteris-
tics that differ from other supplementary information in form, content, and location. In the Song dynasty,
General Notices developed rapidly. The books with General Notices were mainly Confucian classics and his-
torical records. The rhyme books have the most General Notices in the Confucian classics, which mainly
benefited from the establishment of the society of imperial examination. Chronological history books have
the most General Notices in the history books, which are closely related to the revival of chronicle and the
in-depth study of stylistic rules of the Spring and Autumn Annals. In addition, the prosperity of
emendation and block printing promoted the development of General Notices as a whole.
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