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Several Problems on the “Activation of Ancient Books” in the Colleges and Universities/ Yang Guanghui
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Several Problems on the “Activation of Ancient Books” in the Colleges and Universities
Yang Guanghui

Abstract: The activation of ancient books is one of the major purposes of conservation and preservation
of ancient books in colleges and universities. At present, the activation of ancient books is facing the prob-
lem that it is difficult for ancient books to get out of the “boudoir”. Digitization of ancient books and digital
humanities research are important ways to activate the ancient books which involves issues of funds, regu-
lations and talents. Colleges and universities need to break the rules, set up special funds for the conserva-
tion and preservation of ancient books, cultivate special talents suitable for the activation of ancient books,
and realize the protection, inheritance and activation of ancient books.

Keywords: Conservation and Preservation of Ancient Books; Activation of Ancient Books; Digital Hu-
manities; Cultural Inheritance; Personnel Training
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Thoughts on Preservation of Ancient Books in University Libraries
—Based on the Experience of Peking University Library

Li Yun

Abstract: Peking University Library has made a lot of achievements in preserving ancient books ac-
cording to real demands since “Chinese Ancient Book Preservation Program” was implemented fifteen years
ago. Based on practical experiences, the author suggests that the preservation of ancient books in university
libraries should follow the three rules. First, the work content might differ from the work of National Cen-
ter for Preservation of Ancient Books. Second, the work content of ancient books preservation should be
closely linked with the reality of university libraries. Third, we should stimulate the enthusiasm and initia-
tive of related staff participation in order to create achievement quickly. At the beginning of the establish-
ment of University Center for Preservation of Ancient Books, we need to proceed the following work. The
digitalization and co-publishing project of the rare ancient books which have not been printed in university
libraries should be promoted. The collection of ancient books might be used in more comprehensive services
for education and research. We also need to promote the research and development of “Ancient Book Re-
source Management System” which is suitable for the actual demands of each university library.

Keywords: Preservation of Ancient Books in Library; University Libraries; Peking University;

Chinese Ancient Book Preservation Program
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