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The Origins of the Literature Retrieval Course

Xiao Zili

Abstract: In the early 1980s, driven by the National Working Committee on Academic Libraries in

China, the Ministry of Education issued an official document to set up “ Literature Retrieval and

Utilization” course in universities nationwide. The article reviews the origins of the course and introduces

the process of its implementation, including the preparation of public opinion, the issue of an official docu-

ment by the Ministry of Education, the determination of the course name, the recruitment of teachers, the

organization of compiling textbooks, and the training of librarians. Its successful experience is summarized

with hope to provide inspiration and reference for the development of the academic libraries.

Keywords: Literature Retrieval and Utilization Course; Steering Committee for Academic Libraries in

China(SCAL); Academic Libraries; Working Conference on University Libraries
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