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From Historical Continuity to the Mission of the Greater Bay Area:
An Innovative Cultural Heritage Service System of Sun Yat-sen University Library

WANG Lei SU Rina XUE Yu HE Wenping

Abstract: Against the dual backdrop of China’s initiative to build a culturally strong nation in the new era and
the development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area as a “Humanistic Bay Area”, academic
libraries, as pivotal institutions for cultural inheritance and innovation, are assuming increasingly prominent roles.
Within this context, a pressing theoretical and practical question arises: how can academic libraries systematically
integrate their collections and scholarly resources, innovate service models and implementation pathways, and
construct cultural heritage systems that both sustain institutional and university traditions and effectively extend
their influence to the wider regional society? Taking the Sun Yat-sen University Library (SYUL) as a case study,
this paper systematically traces and analyzes its practices in cultural heritage preservation and innovation. The
findings indicate that the library has established a distinctive, multi-layered service system through a three-tiered,
progressive framework. First, at the foundational level, a genealogical approach is employed to consolidate cultural
resources. Through the systematic compilation of the library’s century-long institutional history, the excavation and
revitalization of university historical culture, and the in-depth interpretation and creative transformation of China’s
traditional culture, a diversified resource system encompassing institutional memory, university intellectual lineage,
and national cultural heritage has been formed. Second, at the operational level, a multidimensional service
network is developed to expand cultural outreach. By integrating four key dimensions—hybrid physical-digital
resource management, interdisciplinary and intelligent knowledge services, digital humanities-driven activation of
distinctive collections, and branded cultural communication—the library facilitates the transformation of cultural

3

resources from “preservation” to “utilization” and ultimately to “vitalization”. Third, at the strategic level, the
system is aligned with and empowered by regional development. Taking the digital humanities laboratory as its core
engine, the library actively engages in the preservation, activation, and transmission of historical collections of the
Greater Bay Area, as well as in national and regional initiatives such as rural revitalization. Integrating the functions
of historical preservation, education, and cultural dissemination, this service system not only establishes a
developmental paradigm for the SYUL itself, but also offers a transferable “SYUIL model” for academic libraries
seeking to fulfill their cultural heritage mission while supporting national strategies and regional development
agendas.

Keywords: Academic Library; Cultural Inheritance; Sun Yat-sen University Library; Guangdong-

Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area; Digital Humanities; Information Culture
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