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An Empirical Study on the Impact of Book Reviews on Reading Practices and Promotion

YAN Shungian YUAN Tong

Abstract: This paper investigates the impact of book review exposure on reading practices and promotion,
addressing three core research questions. First, through which channels and in what modes do audiences primarily
encounter book reviews, and what formats and strategies characterize these reviews? Second, how do book review
exposure and engagement in reading practices and promotion vary across different demographic groups? Third, how do
different channels, modes, formats, and strategies of book review exposure affect book purchasing, reading, and
recommendation behaviors? The study aims to provide empirical evidence on the specific effects of book reviews on
reading practices and promotional activities, addressing the gaps in existing literature, which predominantly centered on
institutional actors such as governments and libraries and relied heavily on theoretical discussion while lacking micro-
level perspectives and empirical evidence. Data were collected through a mixed offline-online questionnaire approach.
Offline, purposive sampling was employed to distribute paper questionnaires in four cities covering eastern, central,
and western China. Online, electronic questionnaires were distributed mainly through a combination of web-based
recruitment and snowball sampling, resulting in 541 valid responses. Findings indicate that audiences are primarily
exposed to book reviews passively. In terms of channels, respondents tend to access book reviews from ordinary
internet users and peers, while newspapers and libraries are less frequently used. Regarding formats, participants show
a general preference for text-based book reviews, and individuals with higher educational attainment are more likely to
engage with text-based reviews rather than video ones, and female respondents show a stronger preference for video
reviews compared to male respondents. In terms of strategies, evaluative book reviews are more widely favored than
descriptive ones. Further hierarchical regression analysis reveals that active engagement with book reviews has a
comprehensive and positive impact on reading practices and promotion. Among exposure channels, peer-based book
reviews significantly enhance reading practices, whereas exposure through book bloggers is negatively correlated, and
library channels show no significant impact. Regarding formats, text-based reviews significantly promote reading
practices and promotion, while video reviews are negatively correlated. With respect to strategies, evaluative book
reviews are more effective compared to descriptive ones in promoting reading practices. The study concludes that book
reviews play a significant and positive role in reading practices and promotion. However, libraries remain
underdeveloped in terms of book review production and dissemination. It is recommended that libraries develop
diversified media matrices, actively engage librarians, experts, and readers to provide book reviews, and tailor review
content to different platforms, thereby leveraging the potential of book reviews in library-led reading promotion.

Keywords: Book Review; Book Review Exposure; Book Review Channels; Book Review Formats;

Book Review Strategies; Reading Promotion
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