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Studies of Pre-modern Chinese Book History with a
Comparative Perspective between China and the West

He Zhaohui

Abstract: In recent years, the comparative research method between China and the West has been im-
plemented to the study of pre-modern Chinese book history, but so far, it has not been systematically re-
viewed and examined. The article surveys some major topics in the study of the history of pre-modern Chi-
nese books under the comparative perspective and analyzes the important achievements of the comparative
study of Chinese and Western book histories. From the theoretical level, the comparative studies of Chinese
and Western book histories can be divided into four perspectives: object of reference, angle of observation,
research field, and subdiscipline. The development of China-West comparative research has significantly
broadened the research horizons, helped to raise new questions and break down the Western centralism. It
is pointed out that to study the history of pre-modern Chinese book history from a comparative perspective,
it is necessary to avoid the traps of simple transplantation of Western book history theories, the unequal
comparison, the lack of local awareness and so on. The writing of a real global book history depends on the
in-depth development of comparative research.

Keywords: China; The West; Europe; Pre-modern; Book History; Comparative Study
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