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A Comparative Study on Chinese Ancient Book Restoration Between
Universities in China and the United States: Inside the

Conservation Department of UC Berkeley Liblaly

YANG Xueke YANG Guanghui

Abstract: With the deepening of international exchanges in the field of cultural heritage protection, the

differences in the concepts, technical systems, and operating procedures of Chinese ancient book restoration

between China and the United States have become the focus of academic attention. However, there is still

a lack of in-depth comparative research on the restoration practice of Chinese ancient books in university

libraries. This study aims to explore the similarities, differences, and complementary potential of the

restoration systems of the two countries, and provide a practical path for cross-cultural collaboration in

global ancient book conservation. The study employs a variety of research methods, including field

research in the Conservation Department of the University of California, Berkeley (UCB) Library, semi-

structured interviews with senior conservators and comparative case studies of restoration projects,
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focusing on the restoration practices of Fudan University Library and UCB Library. The study found that
China’s principle of “repairing the old as the old” emphasizes the preservation of the original material form,
historical traces, and traditional craftsmanship of ancient books. This is reflected in the use of handmade
paper of different materials such as Xuan paper and bamboo paper, natural starch paste, and techniques
including wet patching and mounting. The Western concept of “minimal intervention” focuses on structural
safety, reversibility, and preventive protection, which is manifested in limited-water operation, the use of
synthetic adhesives such as carboxymethylcellulose, and adherence to standardized operating procedures. In
terms of talent training, China adopts a training model combining mentor-apprentice inheritance and
academic education, with over 80 universities nationwide offering relevant programs. In the United States,
interdisciplinary training is combined with professional workshop practical education. From a structural
perspective, the restoration systems of the two countries have significant complementarity: China has
notable advantages in traditional craftsmanship and cultural authenticity, effectively maintaining the
profound historical heritage of ancient book restoration; the United States is more mature in standardized
processes, scientific analysis, and preventive protection, ensuring the long-term preservation and utilization
of cultural heritage. The study concludes that in the future, the two countries can deepen cooperation
through joint research projects, mutual visits and training of conservators, joint restoration of Sino-US.-
related materials, and the construction of a bilingual Chinese ancient book protection knowledge base. This
cross-cultural dialogue not only enriches the global heritage protection framework but also promotes the
integration of traditional skills and modern science, providing support for the sustainable inheritance of
culture.

Keywords: Ancient Book Restoration; Sino-US Comparison; Academic Libraries; Cross-Cultural

Collaboration; International Cooperation
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