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The Inner Logic of the Modern Transition of China’s Book Collection History
—Taking Shu-cang as a Clue

Liu Chi

Abstract: Since the Ming and Qing Dynasties, with the promotion of Cao Xuequan, Gu Yanwu, Zhu
Yun, Cao Rong, and Zhou Yongnian, the concept of book collection in China began to shift from official
and private collections to public collections. During the Jiaqing period, under the influence of the concept of
public collections, Ruan Yuan established two Shu-cangs in Lingyin and Dinghui temples separetely, which
had tendency of public libraries. These two Shu-cangs heralded the actual transformation of official and pri-
vate collections into public collections. And then, the Shu-cang had gradually expanded from monasteries to
academia, as well as introduced to Guangdong from Jiangnan by Fang Junyi and Liang Dingfen, completing
the geographical spread from north to south. Until the end of the twentieth century, Kang Youwei, Li Du-
anfen, Liang Qichao and others all took Kaida Shu-cang as the core content of the reform movement, which
had formed the reform steps of building Shu-cang by donation, prospering institution by Shu-cang, promo-
ting reformation by institution. The reform movement had made Shu-cang swept through the country as
well as engaged with western culture, which gave birth to a new type of modern Chinese book collection. It
can be seen that since the Qing Dynasty, the Shu-cang system and culture had been leading the trend of in-
ternal changes in the history of Chinese collections. If we take the development and evolution of Shu-cang as
a clue, we can clearly outline the inner logic for the modern transition of China’s book collection history.

Keywords: Shu-cang; China’s Book Collection History; Modern Transition; Inner Logic
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