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“Zhixue” Brand Marketing Innovation: Twenty Years of Construction and Promotion

of the Cultural Cultivation System at Tianjin University Library

ZHAO Hong MENG Shaoqing FU Pingging

Abstract: The “Zhixue” cultural cultivation brand of Tianjin University Library has evolved over more
than two decades from a single reading club into a mature system of ten interconnected modules,
establishing a replicable model for culture-driven education in academic libraries. This paper systematically
reviews the brand’s development trajectory, analyzes its educational features and outcomes, and synthesizes
its construction experience, innovative pathways, and promotional value. The development of “Zhixue”
progressed through three stages: the nascent stage (1998 —2014), marked by the founding of the “Zhixue
Reading Club”; the growth stage (2015—2020), during which eight core modules were established; and
the expansion stage (2021 —present), characterized by a ten-module system and a dual-dimensional service
upgrade of “inward deepening and outward extension.” The brand operates through five logical chains—
cognition, experience, practice, creation, and output—forming a synergistic cultural education ecosystem.
In alignment with the university’s strategic positioning, “Zhixue” has developed differentiated content
matrices tailored to diverse disciplinary needs. These include an engineering culture cultivation system,
foundational science support, traditional and revolutionary culture promotion, a medical humanities series,
and interdisciplinary exchange platforms. The brand has achieved significant outcomes. It has developed
five general education courses and sixteen extracurricular practice courses, and incubated fourteen student
associations with over 1,000 regular members. Survey data indicates that over 56 % of respondents rated
the series as “high-quality and substantial,” with 79.51% citing “genuine interest in content” as their
primary motivation. The brand has received multiple industry awards, featured in over 50 mainstream
media reports, and attracted visits from more than 20 academic libraries. Beyond campus, “Zhixue”
actively fulfills social service functions through partnerships with media and cultural institutions, and
through educational support programs for under-resourced schools in Gansu and Xinjiang. It has
contributed significantly to the university’s recognition as a “National Civilized Campus” and has been
designated as a “National LLanguage Promotion Base Studio.” The brand’s experience offers a replicable
paradigm in four dimensions: strategic value anchoring, systematic ecological synergy, multi-stakeholder
co-construction, and immersive education. It demonstrates that through branding, systematic development,
and diversified practices, university libraries can effectively support institutional talent cultivation goals
while contributing to nationwide reading promotion and rural cultural revitalization.

Keywords: Academic Libraries; Cultural Cultivation; Marketing Innovation; Social Service
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