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An Analysis of the Invention and Use History of the New Word “Tuan”

Su Quanyou

Abstract: When did the word “[#” (Tuan), which was the acronym for the “library” be invented?
There are different opinions. Roughly the time was conceived in 1924 or several years before, and the exer-

cise of Du Dingyou in 1926 became clearer. The driving factor of invention is to save writing strokes. In the

late 1920s, it was recognized by Japan and China’s “China Library Association.” The use of the word “Tu-

an” has lasted until now, with the 1930s being more popular and less in other periods. The social cognition

of the word “Tuan” is mainly in the Republic of China, while the negative theory has been raised after the

founding of the PRC. In the future, the word “Tuan” will continue to exist, which will produce new effects

and sublimate new meanings.

Keywords: Tuan; Du Dingyou; Sino-Japanese Communication
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