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Mystery of the Rise of the Author:
Retrospect and Prospect of the Research on Authorship in Early China

Yin Shuyu He Zhaohui

Abstract: In the fields of philology and book history, the attention paid to the study of authorship is
far from enough by now. The studies about authorship in early China can be divided into four subthemes:
the concept of author, authorship consciousness, textual research about authors, and the functions of
author. From the diachronic perspective, this topic was put forward as early as in the Spring and Autumn
Period, but its study did not gain momentum until the 1920s. From the 1920s to the 1980s, the textual
research about authors attracted scholars’ most attention due to the reflection to “bianwei” (identification of
pseudographs) and the understanding of the stylistic rules of ancient books. Since the 1990s, with the
introduction of western theories, the concept of author, views on authorship and functions of author have
been discussed by scholars from different academic backgrounds. Even philosophical study was brought into
the research of authorship. The four subthemes of authorship show the richness and extensibility of the
topic. While the research on this topic is flourishing, some problems need to be pointed out and
improvements need to be made in order to push forward the study of authorship. The achievements on this
topic will enrich and deepen the study of classical texts and book history, and demonstrate the function of
“bianzhang xueshu, kaojing yuanliu” (reflecting the origin and development of scholarship) of Chinese
traditional bibliography in a modern way.

Keywords: Textual Scholarship; Bibliography; Book History; Early China; Authorship;Conception of
Author; Functions of Author
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