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Research on the Rare Versions of the Communist Mani festo

—Academic Values of the Communist Manifesto in Sun Yat-sen University Library
Wang Lei Xie Xiaoyan Cheng Huanwen

Abstract: This article introduces the Western language versions and Chinese versions of the Communist
Manifesto collected in Sun Yat-sen University Library, comprehensively describes the features of the three
most precious versions of the Communist Manifesto in the world including the first versions in German in
1848, in Russian in 1869 and in French in 1895, which are the unique version in China, and the 2 important
English versions of the Communist Manifesto published in the world before 1950. These English versions
are all reprints of the 1888 English version. It also briefly describes the Chinese versions of the Communist
Manifesto published in China before 1950, especially the Chinese translation of the one chapter of the Com-
munist Manifesto in a Chinese newspaper Min Sheng Ri Bao in 1912, which is the first Chinese translation
of the Communist Manifesto in China. The article holds that the Western language versions and Chinese
versions of the Communist Manifesto in Sun Yat-sen University Library truly reflect the history of the dis-
semination of the Communist Manifesto in Europe, America and China. These versions not only include
prefaces to various editions of the Communist Manifesto completely, but also various appendices of intro-
ductions, evaluations and research literatures, which greatly promote the in-depth understanding of the
theoretical ideas of the Communist Manifesto, has extremely historical, documentary and academic values,
and is of great significance for promoting the research and inheritance of Marxist Theory in the New Era of
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics in China. It is an important task for libraries to study the versions of
the Communist Manifesto, which has important theoretical and practical significance for reviewing the
Communist Manifesto, remaining true to our original aspiration, keeping our mission firmly in mind, and
strengthening the faith of communism.
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